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The Oceans 2015 Initiative 

Objective 

Provide COP21 negotiators and stakeholders with key information on what 
the future holds for the oceans depending on international negotiations 
outcomes 

 

What we did 

• Updated IPCC AR5 based on the last 2-3 years of publications 

• Brought together a small group of scientists and experts to synthesize the 
best available science 

• Compared the impacts on oceans and societies of the business-as-usual 
scenario (RCP 8.5, leading to +4°C by 2100) and a more ambitious 
scenario (RCP 2.6, leading to +2°C by 2100) 

 

What we found 







Reduce drivers of 
CC and OA 





Build / maintain 
resilience in ecosystems 





Adapt human 
societies 





Repair damage that has 
already occurred 







Key messages 

There are plenty of things we can do 

 

But the worse the problem gets, the more our range of options dwindles 

 

Not a whole new programme of actions: 

• Some are specific (research and monitoring, repair, CO2 removal, 
aquaculture adaptation…)  

• Some need refinement (coastal pollutants reduction, MPAs and ecological 
refugia…) 

• Most bring major co-benefits 

• Good and bad news 

 

 



Need to feed back into climate 
change negotiations 

What is expected from 
COP21? 

1. Framework agreement 

2. INDCs 

3. Financial pillar 

4. Solutions agenda 

How are we relevant? 

 
– What can be done in practice? 

– Under which conditions? 

– At what cost? 



Thank you 

Raphaël Billé 

raphaelb@spc.int 

Tel : +687 26 20 00 ; Ext. 31 386 

www.spc.org/resccue 

www.obs-vlfr.fr/~gattuso/O2015_products.php  
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