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Introduction 

 
 The Rauti Para Project team from the Office of the Prime Minister embarked for the island of Pukapuka on 

Monday, 19th January 2015, to commence the tablet training project for seniors in the northern Cook 

Islands. The island of Pukapuka was the first island in the North to receive the tablet training funded 

entirely by SRIC CC Adaptation Fund. Implementing parties were Climate Change Cook Islands and the ICT 

Division both from the Office of the Prime Minister, SPC EU GCCA PSIS, and the Rauti Para Kumiti (NGO). 

Background 

The ancient name of Pukapuka is Te Watu ς a ς Mataliki (the rock of Mataliki) and also known as Te Ulu ς o 

ς te ς Watu (the head of stone).  

Pukapuka is a coral atoll consisting of three small islets (motu) aligned in an almost triangular lagoon 

formation. There is a submerged reef almost eight kilometres long to the west of the island from which it 

received ƛǘǎ ƴŀƳŜ Ψ5ŀƴƎŜǊ LǎƭŀƴŘΩΦ  It has a total land area of approximately 1.3 square kilometres to which 

nearly one-third is swampland, with a reef circumference of 41 kilometres.  The people cultivate taro and 

puraka in these swamp areas which is the main stable crop diet with fish the main source of protein. The 

highest point on the island is less than 5 metres. Vegetation is mostly coconut trees, pukama, tamanu 

(Pacific mahogany), a few breadfruit trees, pandanus and shrubs. 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Pukapuka_Aerial_efs_1280.jpg 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ec/Pukapuka_Aerial_efs_1280.jpg
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Highest point on Pukapuka in the centre of the island  20 Jan 2015 (photo by Celine Dyer) 
 

The people of Pukapuka depended on the copra export right up to the early Ψ80s when the copra market 
collapsed. Since there is no employment opportunities except for government, many people migrated 
offshore to join their family members and find work. Irrespective, Pukapuka managed to sustain a vibrant 
population until it was struck and devastated by hurricane Percy in 2005. From there on, there was a 
significant exit of the resident population up to now. It practically sliced the population in half and only less 
than 400 people currently reside on the island, consisting mainly of young children and old people.  
 

Pukapuka Population Trend 1902 ς 2011 
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Transport 

Shipping to Pukapuka is infrequent and planes fly on a charter basis, meaning that the people depend 

mostly on their own initiative with traditional skills and local knowledge to survive the lengthy periods in 

between shipping schedules. Imported goods are around three times the price of the same product on 

mainland Rarotonga. In addition, transport to and from Pukapuka is costly, thus forcing children to learn at 

an early age to forage for food to contribute to the family table; young boys learn fishing skills whilst girls 

learn to plant taro and acquire weaving skills. 

A youngster with the catch of the day, to contribute to the family dinner table 19 Jan 2015 (photo by Celine Dyer) 

Pukapuka consists of three permanent villages: Yato, Roto and Ngake, which are based on the main island. 

There are three other alternate village sites which are based on Motu Ko, Motu Kotawa and Motu Roto. 

The people from Ngake village owns Motu Ko and spend at least six months there to harvest and cultivate 

the land and the other six months on the main island; this also applies to the other two villages. The people 

of Yato village owns Motu Kotawa and the people of Roto village have an alternate site on the northern 

side of the main island called Uta or Motu Roto. These alternate village sites are traditionally placed under 

ra`ui (conservation), including the lagoon areas in order to rejuvenate and recruit resources. Within each 

village system, adults both male and female are organised into smaller units of 4 or 6 to undertake 

monitoring duties of the ra`ui. Small huts are strategically placed around the entry points to the ra`ui area 

where these small units are rostered to keep watch ensuring compliance of the raΩui by all. Trespassers are 

fined a fee, which goes to the village kitty or the goods they take from the ra`ui are confiscated.  


